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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Markle Lead Works was placed on the CERCLIS as a result of a 103c,"
Notification of Hazardous Waste Site," filed in 1980 by NL Industries.
No location was provided other.than Granite City City, Illinois and
years of operation were listed as 1906 to 1927. Utilizing this information,
in April of 1986 Ken Page instituted a search of Illinois ERA files and
ascertained that there was no additional information in normal channels.
Considering the number of unknown factors and the potential adverse
impact of this type of facility, USEPA Region 5 authorized use of unconventional
methods to gain further information.

Several city directories contemporary to the dates of operation were
located in the Granite City Library, and that facility was visited on
June 3, 1986 by Richard Lange. The following is a site history, given
chronologically, taken from information located in the Granite City
Library.

The Markle Lead Works was incorporated in 1894 with C.N. Markle, George
A. Madil, and John W. Noble as directors. A 200 ft. shot tower was
completed and put in service in 1895. In September 1895, four (4)
machines were added to manufacture clay pigeons. In 1899 a department
was added to produce babbit, solder, type metal, bar lead, and bar tin
at a capacity of about five (5) tons per day. In November of 1900, the
plant experienced a fire, which apparently destroyed most of the operation.
By early 1901, they had rebuilt and added a lead smelter to the operation.

Overall plant capacity, circa 1901-1902, was given at about one (1) car
load of shot, one-half car load of clay pigeons, and 60,000 Ibs. of pig
lead. The above information is taken from Granite City Methodism by J.W.
Abel.

A fifty-three (53) page untitled document, circa 1908, recruiting investment
in Granite City makes the following statement. "The Hoyt Metal Company,
which is a consolidation of the Markle Shot Co., The Hoyt Metal Co., the
Collier Shot Company, and others, is engaged in the manufacture of white
lead, sheet lead, lead pipe, shot and metals, and plumbers' supplies.
The plant occupies thirty (30) acres of ground and the additional
buildings erected shortly represents investment of two million dollars.
As there will be no smelting done at this plant, there will be nothing
objectionable to this enterprise. Granite City is the western distributing
point of the company." This information is taken from page four (4) of
the above mentioned document in the Granite City Library History Room,
filed under the call letters R. 977.386/GRA.

The 1912 Granite City Directory lists Hoyt Metal Co., 16th bet. B and
State. The 1921 City Directory lists Hoyt Metal Co. (Nat. Lead Works),
16th bet B and State. The 1925 City Directory lists National Lead Co.
at 15th and State. Conversation with Granite City Library staff indicates
that the former B Street is currently represented by Benton St. In
August of 1984, the Taracorp, Ind. Hoyt Plant address is given by stationary
as 16th and Cleveland.



Page 2

When one compares the historic information concerning site location and
size against information contained in Taracorps Part A and Part B
permit applications, serious concerns are raised that the site is considerably
larger than previously suspected. Rough calculations of site size, from
dimensions provided in the above permit applications, indicate the site
contains less than eighteen (18) acres, and historic information indicates
that in 1908 thirty (30) acres were operated by Hoyt Metal Co.

The Preliminary Assessment of this site for CERCLA concerns is further
complicated by the existence of an NPL listed site within the confines
of a facility with Interim Status. A high priority has been placed on
further investigation of this site and the first effort should address
the applicability of CERCLA to areas outside the RCRA permitted facility
boundaries.

RML:jp:4/105
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vvEPA Notification of Hazardous Waste Site United Stiles

i DC 204*3

This init*al notification >niorTi.it<on is
'equned bv Section 103ic) of tt^e Cor*D

sation. and L.^Cil.iy Ac: ol 1 980 «"d mutt
be mjiied by June 9. 198'

Pi tan type or punt m ink if you need
additional soece. use seoarat* sneets of
pju*r Inrticat* th* letter of in* ,i*m
wnicl applies s*f. .

A Person Required to Notify:
Enter [he nam* ana address of tri« o«rson
or organuat.on required 10 notify

KL Industries. Inc.
P.O. Box 1090 (Wyckoff-Mllls Road)
Hiahtstoun Z..CM. Q 8 5 2 Q

B SiU Location:
Enter in* common nam* i,l known) ana
actuM location at in* int.

M^ ̂  s... Markla Lead v°rks

C Person to Contact:
Enttr the namt. itti* (if aool'cxbtei. and
business lairgnon* nume«r el in* parson
10 contact regarding inlormation

1 submitted on mis lorm.

r,. Granite City c—— Madison ,.». IL «,<*.
Baser, F.R., Dir.Environmental Control

609/443-2411 or 2410

D Dates of Wast* Handling:
Enter me veers inat you estimate w.iste
treatment, storage, or disposal began and *'*""''""

I at the sta. «
To

E Warn Typ*: Cnoos* in« ootion you pr*f«r 10

Option I- S«l*ct fl»o«rtl v««i* rvr>«i *n<t toorct ciieoorxi. If
you do rxji know lit* gon*r*i w«si* IVD*« or sources, you J'*
•ncouragco; 10 onc/>b* in* s<i* m li*fn I—Ocwnpnon «4 S'lt

Oenerel Type of Waste:
Place an X m ine approor>ate
boxes. The categories listed
overlap. Check eacrt aepiicaete
category

1 O Organies
2.X mo* games
3/O Solvents
4 Q Pettodes
I "^ Heavy meuai
8 D Aad»
7. Q Base*
8. a PCBa
9 Q Mu*d MuniceMl Waste

10. Q Unknown
11. O Otner (Specify!

Sourc* of Wasl*:
Pi»c* an X m in* tpprooriat*
boi*t.

2. O Construction
3 D Textile*
4. Q Feniluer
S O Paoer/Pnntmg
•. Q LaaiMer Tanning
7. U Won/Sl**< 'ounory
8. Q Chemical. General
9. Q Pl.iung/Palisnmq

K). "3( M.lnjrv' Ammunition
11 T3 Ekrcuica* Conductors
12. O Transfoimefs
13 Q Unkiv Comomies
14 Q Sanitary < K«fuM
15 n Piiotofmisn
18 ,"J Lib Hosoitil
1 7 'J Unknown
18. D Oin^r iSpectly)

Option 2: This oonon is available 10 persons familiar win tn«
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act [RC1AI Section 3001
regulation* |«0 Cf* Part 2611.

Specific Type of Waeta:
EPA n*s asaigned a 'our-digit number 10 eacn natardous wa*ie
listed in tne regulations under Section 3001 of RCRA. Enter trie;
appropriate four-digit number >n in* bous previoed. A copy of
tne list of naurdous w*at*s and codes can be obtained by
contacting tne EPA Region serving in* Slat* m wtiicn 1*9 sit* •
located.

0 0 0 2 5 0 JUH-gsi

' 1 2
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. - Notification ol HaurrJous Wait* Sit*

p Wast* Quantity

Pl.ict Jn x in" mo .TUrrroprrjtg txiim to ' —
_._n<Jicjtt the floury types found J1 toe site

In Hie total facility waste Amount ' space
gt>e me estimated comoineo quantity
(volume) ol nattrdous wastes at the sue
usmg CUOK 'tit or gallons.

in me "total facility area space, givt mt
estimated area sue vyn.cn me facilities
occuoy u*ng square feet or acres.

Sid* Two

Facility Typ*
1 0 Pile*
2 0 Land Treatment
3 Q Landfill
4 Q Tanu
S Q Impoundment
6 Q Underground fnieo'on
7 C Drums. Abovt Ground
8. Q Drums. Below Ground

Total Facility Waste Amount

cim I—. <_; u *"**. a \A/ ^
VIOi««

Total facility Area

•C/M

wv *f*n ^ ^

G Known, Su*o*ct*d or Likely R«l«a»«» to th< EnvirQnmcnf.
•" X m in« inotoofijia ooi*< 10 indicait any known. *u*p«ct*d.
y rt'aasts ol wastes to tn« environment

Q Known C Sutpecttd C \

Note: Items Hand t art oononal Comoieiing mete «tcms will assist EPA nno Slate and tocal governments in locating <no
waste Sites Annouqi coi"0<tt>ng me items is not reauireti. you are encournged to do so

s^' q

H Sketch Map of Sit* Location: lOuuonal)
streeiii niijnituv

routes or otner prominent landmams near
mt sue. Place in X on tne map to md'cti*
tnt site location Draw an arrow snowing
the direction nortn You rnav substitute a

m*° snowing in* sue location —

I - :Qrtcnpuon of Sit*: (Optional) -
Oesc/>0* tne history and present
condition! ol the sue Give directions to
In* vie and descne* any nearoy wens.
seringa, laaev or nausinq. Include SUCK
mtormation at now watte was disooteo
and wnere me waste came from. Provide
any otner mlarmanon or comments wn«n
may n*«p oMcnM the tut conojtiont

J Signature and Till*:
Die porsan oc^auifionxed represent.itivu

^uen as plant managers. »upe"nie^oents,
trusten or aitor~nev*i 61 persons 'tau<red
lu iioidy mvjt s>7«» me «orm ana o'ov.oo a
making aoortss (.' difftrtnt man aodrcss
in item At Far oiner persons provid.ng
notification, tnt signjlurt is optional
O'tck me Oo>es wnich best descno* tne
reianonsnip to me sue ol me person
required to notify it you are not required
in nrttifyYn»r>t 'Om«r '

- R- Baser O Owner Resent
.̂Ownef 'nt

Q Tr«nsoorter
Q Ooerttor Pre**"

O Otner

ji n Ue .̂ ii-ti^iritH *vi*>
•LUMQ COM «M-VI*-C



F. R. Baser
DirectX. ...

-_En<«oi-nnentai Control Department

Regional Adr r i in i s t ra to r
US EPA Region 5
Sites N o t i f i c a t i o n
Chicago. IL 60504.

Dear Sir:

NL Industr ies , Ir 3letc LA- Noti
V.'astis oite1 ' forms, each of which ident if ies a site w i t h i n your region where haza rdous
.waste may have been stored or disposed of. Certain facilities v,rere or are owned by
subsidiaries, whe the r whol ly or major i ty owr.ed; some of these subsidiaries have t c^n
liquidated, and some have not. For convenience of reference, all no t i f i ca t ions jre

-being made in the name of the parent, NL Industries, Inc. In some cases cur
information is incomplete as to dates that old facilities started and/or ceased
operations. In most of these cases the facility no longer exists.

NL was formed in 1891 by the merger of a number of independent lead or related
product manufac turers , ioine of which may have been in business for over a century
previous to 1891. We have not attempted to complete forms for facilities not operated
since 1831, because of doubt re^ardihj the obligation to do so, and our general lack of
any specific in fo rmat ion regarding such sites. Similarly, we are generally unable to
trace the corporate history of companies •.•/hich -.yerg ar^nirpfi rtr,^ t h ? r n f ' r " 'i-1— -^"t
i nc luded - fac i l i t ies W H i o i i were disposed of by such companies prior to the date of

- "-'•' Acquisition by NL.

A number of our filings are precautionary and are based on uncertainty induced by the
. . absence of regulatory guidance in interpreting non-specific statutory langua-j?.

Accordingly, our "estimates", "suspicions", and ''presumptions1 ' whether or r.ot labeled
".: should not be construed as admissions that the activities described took place, or had

the described consequences, or that NL is in any v;ay responsible for such activities or
consequences. In most such cases, we expressly disclaim responsibility.

FRB/ tb
Enclosures

NL Industries, Inc.
P !7 Eox 1090 Hi'j'i x,n NJ 03520 Tel (609)443-2411

11
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S»4st!ng RCRAfacility
Waste Pile area CERCLA-NPL Site
Area suspected as being formerly part of Nat. Lead/Hoyt Metals

LOCATION OF
TARACORP FACILITY

KiY TO MAr
EXM.ANA.TION OF ZONE DESIGNATIONS

•« l»»-t<» *«••• lta*4l«« »k~« fc»rtM
MM (l| m« tftnt (1) ffl*l; •*••*• 4*vllt«

Ml •»••>«. k*rt •• IWW fckivd l«Mt

tl H» WVI b bu tfkM* MM *4M*«
•Ar; w »• v praMiî  by b<M«i ffw* *« ba« IWW.

SOURCE: Federal Emergency
Man*gtm«nt Agency

PANEL: 120443-0004A

EFFECTIVE: June 1. 197B

FLOOD PLAIN MAP

ERM-Morth Central Inc

FIGURE 6



Scale In Feet
5

0 100

Gale to Employee Parking Lot

Taracorp Property Line

Main Fac i l i ty Git*

Dock Number
Six Gate

Railroad Gal*

Sign

Locked Gate on Fence Line

Note: Fence follows Tiracorp proper I
line except as Indicated

TRAFF IC PATTERNSRailroad G a t e 2

ERM-Notth Central Inc



Taracorp
August 1, 1984.

Reg iona l A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,
Un i t ed S ta tes Envi ronmenta l Protect ion Agency, "-
Reg ion V ,
R C R A Act i vi t i es ,
230 South Dearborn S t r e e t , '^i
Chicago, I l l ino is 60604. '* u.

Reference : Taracorp Indust r ies
G r a n i t e C i t y , I l l i no i s P lan t
ILD-096731^68 <?,T5£>,fA-

A U G 0 2 ; 3 = -A t t e n t i o n : Mr. K e v i n P ie ra rd , 5HW-12 "
WMD-PAIU

Dear Mr. Pierard: EPA, REGION V

Per our telephone request of July 31. 1984 for a f i l i n g deadline extension
for Taracorp Industries, Granite City Plant's RCRA Part B Permit A p p l i c a t i o n ,
t h i s is our w r i t t e n request and justification.

We ask that the Regional Admi nisf: rator nrant at least a t h i r t y (30) day ex-
tension and g i v e consideration to granting a s i x t y (60) day extension.

Taracorp Industries is requesting t h i s extension due to m i t i g a t i n g circun-
stances surrounding the Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings.

Staff time and personnel available to prepare the necessary doc'jTentar. ion
for the RCRA Part B Permit Application has been severely HTI'ted due to
Chapter 11 and the necessity of preparing documentation information for the
bankruptcy proceedings.

Taracorp In d u s t r i e s ^as not yet been able to reach an understanding w i t ^
I l l i n o i s EPA regarding rhe issue of land p e r m i t s , w h i c h w i l l have a di r e c t
bearing on our RCRA Part B Permit A p p l i c a t i o n .

A d d i t i o n a l l y , there are issues in rhe Bankruptcy Court surrounding t h i s
f a c i l i t y 1 * waste p i l e , which w i l l also have a direct bearing in the RCRA
Parr. B Permit A p p l i c a t i o n .

Hoyt
PLANT -J

3 0 J984
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The- Markle Ix«d Works wrre incorporated in IS'M. and
work was at once begun on the buildings. Tlie lower (a cut
of which accompanies this ske'ch ) was completed am! put in
operation the following year. In September of 1 '*'>•< a target
department w«8 added. Mere (our large machines ate kept
busy night and day making clay pigeons or "hla< k birds" as
they are branded. A lew years a^o the f>rairie H he-re dranile
City now **a»dft furnished the sportsman abundant m.ilcrial
for his skill, but now he must l>e content l<> a lot ol his skill
hy the VN of th' pBtenl game, much of which is mule .it this

/r
!•, IVownber, 1°00, the company suf fered a heavy loss.

At about 6 o'clock in the evening the dreaded fire whist les
sounded the alarm, and in less than an hour h;«lf of this valu-
able plant was in ashes. In less than ninety d.ns it was re-
built on a more extensive scale, and in cumin lion will, the
metal department was ,-idded a ' 'c.in wax " di'p.n I ipeul. •The

t

same year a lead smelter, to which at th is time new furnace*
are being added, was built

The department in which are made babbitt and solder,
lyp« metals, bar lend and liar tin. was added in l*or>, \v i t l i a
capacity of about five tons a day. About one car load ol shot
is made per day, a hall car loud of targets and abont fSO/H-O
pounds of pig lead. The capacity ol the can wax department
is about 2.5( ) t i pounds.

This interesting plant was incorporated with C. N. Mar-
kle, Geo. A. Madil and John W. Noble as directors.

The lower from which the shot falls is 200 feet high

The American SleH Foundry Co.
This company was organi/ed daring the panic limes of

1892 and 1 H'M on a moderate scale, its object being the mak
ing ol ra 'load castings of steel.

The> nave forged ahead fiom that time on, doubling their
capacity a. d even exceeding it, and about two years ago
branched 01. into the manufacture of steel coal, ore and t a n k
cars in a lit.i m to their foundry work.

They h:- . i polled through all conditions, never b a r i n g
been interm :ed by strikes or shut downs, and are to day the
largest ev ' - i v e cast steel foundry irf the c o u n t r y , owning
andop'tat ' g their own iron mines and furnaces, p r o d u c i n g
all of their own raw material for use in making up steel .

Their steel car plant is competing strongly w i t h the
larftvt concerns of its kind in the world, they just having
coa*a4*ted an order lor a b>l <il steel coal cars for the Caledon
ian Railway of Rutland ami Scotland. This order is for the
first lot of cars tha t ever w e n t - u t o t h r e a t Itntain from theovt l
sid«. They,have agents all ovei the world and the name ol
the American Steel Foundry Company is widely known in
railroad circles.

The plant nt Cranite Ci ty covers about Mvenlv six acres
of ground and the i ornpany employs about Iw> thon^nivl men
working in^ht and day



G R A N I T E C I T Y
Man.f«ct«r«ri

The manufacturing plants already located here
represent million* of dol1art,pl capital. invested by
shrewd business men, who, •fttr careful investiga-
tion. founil that Granite CRjr* bffered greater ad-
v.nriRM and more special Indictments. to matin-
facturers than any other- eify. Btewhere in this
book we reproduce views of onr various manufac-
turing plants, and in orrler to give the reader an idea
of the s 1-0 pc of these enterprises, we will give a
sbo't sk r tch of each of "nr more important m.imi-
famine'

.lie .Viti.-nal Enameling ft Stamping (', . makers
of the R- ' ja l GranM" Sici-1 Ware. operates "tic of ihe
l.irg<--t factories nf ilns kind in the world, cm-cring
an area <>( f ifteen acres and employing r.ver fifteen
hundred men

The Granite Citv Steel \Vork«. maki rs of shc--t
:ind l>nr sircl an - 1 tin pl.-fe. I hi* in ' i innsc phni.

Str««U Boul

hy (In N''ti""il In
a of i-ichti'en

i MIT S m C"
. I

o\\ \ir>',
roi -.-rs .ii
thousand IITII.

1 lie American Si. el laundry. ciiifi-^i'd in ihc
manufacture of s;ccl castings. railr"id Ixjlslers. e>c ,
env 'o\-s over two tlvinvind men anil their extensive
works i rcnpy a sp.i,-? • f hl'i-. n ncri's "f ur. 'in.'

rii" r.inni'onu'e.iltli Si<-. ' : ' . npany. iriiii'i'.intir.-r*
"f Mccl n-iings 'ii"l r:u!r""l <npp' :t 'f. '<n. i^c n ^ i k ^
or-;ipy tin 'irri'^ 'i| frnnnd ir\i\ li.ur :. i-.ip.irily of
ir>n ton' .I/lily, en'.'' rinploviivnt in !.'>(«> men.

The Hpyt- Mttal Company, which i* 3 consoli-
dation of the Markle Shot Co . the Hoyt Melal Cn..
the Collier Shot Co and nthrr«. i* rnyigfed in the
manufactnr' of white lend. «hrci lend. lead pipe,
shot and metals and plumlirr'!' Mipplies Tin- p'ant
occupies thirty nrrcs of uromnl and the .Tl'lili'.nal
lniildmar< erected ^ ' i iT t ly r.-|iprsrnt -in iiivexi'nrnt of
two milli. n dollai • As '-hire will be no smelting
done at this plant, there will lie n< thing objectionable
to thii enterprise. Granite City i« the western dis-
tributing point of the company

The Lorn Product' Rcfg C"inp.-inv'- estalt-
lisbnvnt covers nn arert of t\,ml\ :\\:r, * .>f yroinnl
wln'i- llinr rinpinyr' number o x e r ••>. • ili.'ii = nnd
I'll' . . - r i i ' - iny nut- i.|i 1'icli L'r;ide tyiips. > > t i i i ' i ,

glnr^s.-. |irei.-'\e-. irllir-,. ( i c . in .iddili'll to Hindi
forty rir lo'i'1- • ' •••TM arc II
dne'i.. n "f «i M-|I«. -larrh anil

I lie \\iener Un-'iing ('.'mpai.y h:is «nc "f ibc
mo<t iip-to-.|.ite brewery plants i'. tin- c"itnlry. II.TV-
ing A cip-iciiy of fifty tlvnuand li.irrels of brer nn-
nn.t!ly an-1 inrlii'linir a .VMon ice miking plan* Ibis
hren^M' CHTS nnpl- -\ nirnt lo Cri'> prr^.'n -

I be Gran MO Citv G'lirt F.l'vaif.r b:is a e..|Mi'iiv of
Sn..li|i> bnsliels I'.i •• _• ;.. .• ' ! -I :n il,,- i . - i h r •! - i- •
of ilie fi'ie<r xvli. .1 IT. '.• i:'C - I - ' - IM- IK '.f tlie ' . •unl iy.
with excel lent mnc.i'Kin ror.d . crnlerinj; in Granite
City, and with exceptional dipping facilities to .ill
lX''i •!«. it bandies an cnormoui volume of hnninc-'

'I'lie Grnnirc Cily P.ox Co. etnployj SO men and r-it
up dve- sir million ir^t of lumber .mnu.illv I lu<
I'liii'l'.mv m • iinf.irliitc' piH'kini; I.KSI^ and cn"-s f ' ir
'vl'.i.'h thcr. it n large demand

! be M .rrn I follow Binldinir Tlli.ek Co enticed
ill tbc tinnvfl ! " V . < f !i- 'I •; Ir-ddnic l.|.v = f T

up daiti in the IIP'-

i lit e. I id.
r \ X o \ , r o n e

JJ /•»»/.. ALBERT W N1EDRINCHAUS
Sue i

The Western Fire Hrick Company inaiuit'achire a
high grade "f tire brick for furnaces, retorts, kilns.
etc.. for which an excellent clay is immediately at
hand.

Granite. City ami Linn "id CVmcnt Company,
whose plant covers a sp.w of :;'i4.liOO s.^re feet.
furnishes building supplier n well as coal, teed and

MORGAN l.E MASTERS
Ma>m W CrtniK City

• • " " • • i • • • ! : . .1 . - I . • •! ' is ..;ir of ilic larpcst \\ . ire-
IIMI: .•< . t its km- l 111 t ' ie l'mt>-'l i«t.ites.

Ail nraimf.iotnring sites in Liranitc City, of whiih
there arc sun 3 iaree number of very desirable Irvn-
(icns open, are so arranged as to allow each mvm-
facturer to share in the advantages of rhe complete
railroad system

W.t»r Suppry

Although 'ir.mite City ba;
record in ro.iclnng a p->p>iiT-.
less than t.-n ye.irt. i? e.Mi tv •
so-Cll'ert "P. . in <."itic«." -vhi.
ground in a 'mi'liroom i.i-i •
by men Iniinu no mlir.'-'
o..mmtmity. hi-t -nercly «. "<
Th< city was !nd . -n t a : t i r - •
w ith a vit w "f crcat i ! ' . : '
which r«-'i"t it : : f ist e~ ' ••'•"-•
weil gr.-'!r.| and we" k'"'1'
trees. 14.fion t rees li.ivir.1
attained g-i,.,! grou '!i " ;
appearanre of tb' r - i >
miles of sirp.-";. i ^"f1 "• '
with brick and. ' \c ; t • •' r
the complete <r .< er-'c'' s v s i . - u -
in excellent comliii. M ' "i.
oinjlifares Ii-P'line fpnn ' '"'
ne-s Cv i i f c r l- NP iC'! r:ntl " -
bunor of tbe founders <~f tV.' •

Our B«nki

The fact tb ' <.r. im'. ' I'i'v
e'lmbin'il i' ""nl -'• • '- •1''
deposits of $ I .. >•'•<"> • it .. •- - r'" |
i.f ibc extent ." f - ! - c ! . ; • ' • • ' • ^ ••
Die Granite City National HT '

and stone structure, erecied .•
ing a splendid equipment
fire and burjf'ar proof van'1-
Bank occupies a substantial :•- .
lure, costing SlSJJOO T'<,> !

burglar proof rnnlts nnd n- r
everv rletail

Hot<>!i

With two H
,iCf niniiid.lti'"
ternity Roth

$40 ixin nnd
slnirii.nl. w
ennirnodalioi
lias fr.ru- i..
to ,i-;C"lroi! i

Off «ru*ti,

I ' n y I !k- '
I. .-' • -Mil

.1 • . - , mil ,-...
, - ' , - ' . i; . 1.
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